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Spring is in the air and Bill and Mary Stefano (along with their daughter, Elaine Mulcah) have good news to
share. Get out those red pens and calendars and mark these important dates. Please make your reservations by
Tuesday, September 15, 2009 to receive our group rate. Reservations made after this date will be subject to
prevailing rate and availability.

Date of 2009 re-union: Thurs: 10-01-09 thru Sun. 10-4-09
Location: Drury Inn & Suites
3180 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62703
Phone #: 217-529-3900 toll free #: 1-800-DRURYINN

On-Line Res: http://www.druryhotels.com/Reservations.aspx?groupno=2062031

Cost: $94 per night + 12% tax (free hot breakfast/free
mtg room Fri — Sun)

note — for you breakfast lovers - "HOT7" means sausage and eggs. Not bread and a
toaster. Choose from scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, sausage, Belgian waffles and more
every morning with FREE HOT! QUIKSTART® Breakfast.

The members of the 167" Combat Engineering Battalion, their friends and family are
going to Springfield Illinois this fall for a reunion! Founded in 1819, Springfield became
the capital of Illinois in 1837. A good deal of Springfield tourism is centered on President
Abraham Lincoln, who started his political career in Springfield Illinois. For example,
the Lincoln-Herndon Law Offices State Historic Site, located at sixth and Adams Street,
is a brick building that was built in 1841. This was where Lincoln and his partner
Stephen Logan, practiced law. The building has been restored by the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency. Today, it is a popular site for Springfield tourism.

The Old State Capital Building is another popular Springfield attraction. It was here that
Lincoln made his famous "*"House Divided' Speech. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library & Museum is centrally located in downtown Springfield, Illinois and is easily
accessible via car, rail (Amtrak), or air (Springfield's Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport).
Getting around in Springfield is quick and easy using local taxi service or public transit.
There is also a sight-seeing trolley.
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Be sure to check out the website at: 167thengineercombatbattalion.com

Richard Cornell has written a moving account based on a great deal of research about
his father, Ira Cornell’s death, during the Battle of Bellegarde. An excerpt of Ira
Cornell’s story is included here.

“It was early August evening, between 7:00 and 8:00 PM. As they approached the town the
forest opened into farm fields. The hops and maze (corn) had turned brown and were ready for
harvest. The men of the company would have seen these crops. They also would have seen rows of
red, pink, yellow, and white roses. Most had never seen a rose field before. Farmers working in the
field saw them pass. Some say they seemed happy and carefree. Others said they tried to warn the
soldiers, but they couldn’t understand French.

The first building marking the city is a two story stone structure on the left. At this point the
road becomes a narrow village street, the Rue Nationale. The Germans, hiding in the two story
building, probably waited for the company to get into their trap before the opened fire. In the first
minutes three soldiers (probably in the lead jeep) Joseph Chuhak, Arthur Criswell, and Ira Cornell
fell. PFC Leo Kalet grabbed the machine gun and opened fire. The GMC turned around and drove
quickly from the town. They say the whole battle lasted twenty minutes. Kalet would be awarded a
Silver Star.

In the village Christiane Dupré heard the battle and knew what it meant. Tears fell down her
eyes. The Americans had come. The village was free.

Five women from the French Red Cross rushed to the scene. One of the soldiers died on the
scene, two were seriously wounded. The women and men from the village took the wounded soldiers
to a building along the road. Andreé Cognet ordered someone to Orléans for a doctor. Then she
attended to the two men. Despite the language barriers Ira tried to ask her for his field jacket. Some
of the nurses were reluctant to give it to him, but Andreé did as he asked. He pulled a wallet from
the pocket. It contained two pictures. One of his wife and baby and one of the baby. Andreé said,
“He kissed the pictures and died. He was a beautiful man. What a senseless death.”
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Mr. Charles { O K N é&ripriesiposted at 167thengineercombatbattalion.com)
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| 6m sending in a few words absd"Combmysel f and
Engineering Battalion. | was a heavy equipment operator. One of my duties was to operate the
air compressor and | also assisted on the Dozer.

I worked with an array of equipment and developed different methods to combat enemy-
made obstructions. A Sherman tank, with a dozer blade on the front, can clear a lot of things.

General Eisenhower talked about the man who thought of adding a dozer blade on to the front
of a tank: "Some imaginative and sensible man on the home front, hearing of this difficulty, solved the
problem by merely converting a number of Sherman tanks into bulldozers. These tanks were
impervious to all types of small arms fire... from that time on our engineering detachments on the
front lines began to enjoy a degree of safet y that actually led them to seek this kind of adventurous
work. None of us could identify the individual responsible for developing this piece of equipment but
had he been present he would have, by acclamation, received all the medals we could have pinned on
him."

| f you are able to | d"®Bloo&ktd tylba whil 4t sreye anfe, t
Schrock, in several of the photographs. On page 13, I am in the front row i fifth from the left.
Keep lookingandonpagel9y ou 61 | see me u pabletapulilbgeup fbrotteer usi n
bridge we were building. On page 59 you can see me on one of the cranes that is placing bridge
equipment in the water.

On page 80 I am in the middle row of the lower photo i second from the right.

COMPANY HEADQUARTERS
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On page 8 5nthetomrowg thirddrem the right, posing with the baseball team!

167th Championship Baseball Team

I vividly remember the day when Lt, Ziegler, Baker, Newlin and Nicolson were ambushed
by the Germans. Virgil Newlin and Ed Nicholson were prisoners of war for awhile. I know
Virgil worked his way back to Company B eventually. The last | knew of Virgil he lived in
Pekin, Illinois. | think he was a teacher.

Company Bds Commander was Capt. Cot e. During
driver was killed and he came to me and informed me that | would be his replacement jeep
driver. I was not unhappy with this assignment. For one thing it meant that | would stay in dress
uniform. But, after driving around the French countryside | began to feel differently about this
assignment. Cote would see a road that the Gern
turn to me and say, ASchrock, | etds see where t

I soon asked Capt. Cote if | could return to my assignment as the air compressor

operatorrCapt . Cote was surprised. AWhy? Why donét
AnSir, wanmtkegp to go places that you have no
honestly as | could. * Rk

I, Charles Schrock, am proud of the work we did in the 167™ 1 was awarded a purple
heart for shrapnel wounds that I received at the Marseille River in France. | can tell you, if |
was still abletotravelil 6d be at the reuni on.

Be sure to read this new diary addition at 167thengineercombatbattalion.com !

John Joseph DuMonq

New...The Diary of Corporal John Joseph DuMong
as provided by his son, Bill DuMong
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Bob Schepis recently submitted 3 really tough memories to the website. Here is an
excerptfrom one of t he Nghtrareat duthg . e nTh e | eetdh dir
are entitled fiSink or Swimo and fil Carried Him Down the Hillo. Please go to:
167thengineercombatbattalion.com to read these 3 submissions.

fiONn March 17, 1945 Mr. Robert Schepis’s platoon was told that they were going to be
clearing mines on a road in Nuth, Holland. This small Dutch village near the German had not been
injured by the war. And Robert Schepis was glad to say that he also had escaped injury thus far.
From the picturesque village of Nuth the Ninth Army was planning to cross the Rhine. Robert
Schepis had no way of knowing that his next assignment would be to assist in preparation for the
biggest river crossing ever attempted. He and his group were to travel nearby roads to clear mines.

Lieutenant Post, Sergeant Knight and PFc Carnags loaded into a jeep and took lead position
in front of a 2 % ton truck. Robert (Bob) Schepis, Paul Geshwind and another fellow followed in a
different jeep about 15 feet behind the lead jeep. It all happened so fast. One minute Robert was
looking at the back of the heads of the three guys in the jeep ahead and a microsecond later the jeep
blew up. Robert stared in horror at the place in the road where the jeep used to be.”

Our deep con dolences go out to Mr. Robert Schepis regarding the recent
loss of his dear wife , Jean.
Mr. Robert Schepis
9610 Hoff Street
Philade Iphia, PA 19149

Many blessing stoyou , Bob. Our thoughts are with you.

Orpha Theldon Ziegler has been asked by the city of Villaines la Juhel, France for permission to print
KA & &mha dldonZiegler GoestoWaré Ay C NEBofyavés dkillfullgelitedby the late
Colonel MacCord. Part of the letter sent from Guy Soutif, Office de Tourisme Intercommunal de
Villaines-la-Juhel, is shown below:

Dear Deborah and Gary,

Thank you for giving us news from you and all the lovely photos of your thp steps of the 167th
Company in NormandyA very happy new year to you, your dad and your daughitersylad that
villaines left you good memories

As you know we have translated into French your dad's story, and we would be happy if your dad
allowed us to publish this translation for the inhabitants of Villaines, who would then, besides the
monument in the memory of driver Baker, have another testimony, and a better knowledge of a man,
your father, who risked his life to save us from Nazi Barbary
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