
Capitol Square into an 

open-air market. 

There's everything 

from twenty different 

varieties of bean 

sprouts to freshly made 

summer sausage.  

Venture out in any di-

rection from Madison 

and, amid the rolling 

green landscapes, 

you'll encounter 

charming ethnic en-

claves and some of the 

state's most interesting 

tourist attractions. 

Greetings to the friends and 

family of the 167th Combat 

Engineer Battalion. Time 

to mark your calendar for 

the 2011 Reunion.  

The reunion will be held 

in lovely Madison, Wis-

consin. Our hosts will be 

Curly Allen, Curly’s 

wife, Artis, and his two 

daughters, Kathy and De-

nise, who have big plans 

for a great weekend in Au-

gust. Madison is the capital 

of Wisconsin. It blends big 

city culture with small 

town charm. The city cen-

ter is dominated by the 

State Capitol, modeled 

after the Capitol, Wash-

ington D.C. Its stunning 

rotunda is always open 

to visitors. Saturday 

mornings from early 

spring to late fall, area 

farmers transform the 

Designed to feel like a resi-

dential environment, this all-

suite Madison, WI hotel has 

inviting, spacious suites per-

fect for extended stays. The 

hotel's location in Madison, 

WI, just four miles from 

downtown and the State 

Capitol, allows for quick and 

convenient access to the 

area's best attractions, in-

cluding the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison.  

Featuring two hot items 

every morning, the free 

breakfast buffet gives you 

an energized start. At the 

end of the day, you can stop 

by the BridgeMart for 

snacks or join the Sun-

downer Reception on Tues-

Thurs evenings for dis-

counted drinks and light 

meals.  

Enjoy stress-free travel and 

take advantage of the com-

plimentary airport shuttle in 

Madison, Wisconsin. The 

hotel's free shuttle runs 

Mon-Fri from 7am to 9pm 

and must be scheduled 24 

hours in advance.  
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The best resolution a Vet-

eran could make this year is 

to get an eye check-up. 

January is Glaucoma 

Awareness Month and a 

perfect reminder to all Vet-

erans to take action now to 

prevent this sight-stealing 

disease. 

One-and-a-half million 

Veterans have a vision 

threatening eye disease 

including 285,000 with 

Glaucoma. 

The highest risk group is 

those Veterans over 60. 

What is Glaucoma? Glau-

coma is a group of eye dis-

eases in which the normal 

fluid pressure inside the 

eyes slowly rises, leading to 

vision loss or even blind-

ness. 

Glaucoma usually starts 

without any symptoms. 

Later, there is some loss of 

side vision. Objects straight 

ahead are seen clearly, but 

objects to the side are 

missed. As the disease 

worsens, the ability to see 

objects on the side is in-

creasingly lost, and eventu-

ally the center of vision is 

affected. 

The test for glaucoma is 

painless. Your VA doctor 

will test the pressure in 

your eye by placing an in-

strument on its surface. If 

there is a suspicion for 

glaucoma, the appearance 

and function of the optic 

nerve are tested with a  an  

We were at a rest camp in a little 

town outside Leige Belgium near the 

end of World War II.  The war ended 

so four or five of us guys decided to 

òborrowó a truck to go into Leige and 

join the celebration.  

 While we were there, we joined a 

conga line going through the city.  Just 

imagine, it took us into a night 

club.  Our guys got me to go up on the 

stage to sing òGod Bless America.ó   

Instead, the piano player played the 

òNational Anthem.ó  I sang the entire 

song making up the words as I went 

along.  Nobody knew the difference 

and they all gave me a big round of 

applause!   

Oh say can you see by the dawn's 

early light . . .  

A Great New Yearôs Resolution ð Get an Eye Check Up 

P a g e  2  

S h i n g l e s  V a c c i n e  

P r o v e d  E f f e c t i v e  i n  

L a r g e  V A  t r a i l   

A stronger version of the chickenpox vaccine cuts 

incidence and severity of painful nerve and skin 

infection in older adults. 

 

Be sure to ask your Dr. about getting the vaccine! 

visual field test and a spe-

cial retina camera, both of 

which can detect damage to 

the optic nerves. 

Glaucoma is treated with 

eye drops, but in some 

cases, eye surgery is neces-

sary to optimally lower the 

eye pressure. These treat-

ments work to either make 

less fluid, or to improve its 

drainage out of the eye. 

Glaucoma is a life-long problem. 

Veterans should have regular check-

ups by an ophthalmologist . 

1 6 7 t h  C o m b a t  E n g i n e e r  

Curley Ad-Libs in Belgium  

                  By Clayton Allen  

Denise Washborn is sharing Col. Peterson’s photo  

collections with the 167th. This photo has a lot of detail 

about army life if you examine it closely.  



tidbit. We're interested in 

the experiences that re-

late to our programs that 

you're willing to share 

with others who explore 

our Web site. 

Submissions will be re-

viewed for language, 

Hey Wisconsin Folks, Do 

you have something to 

share relating to World 

War II or Wisconsin his-

tory in general? 

WPT welcomes your an-

ecdotes, letters, family 

stories or some other per-

sonal Wisconsin history 

length, coherence prior to posting and will be posted 

at our sole discretion. We do not promise to post all 

submissions, and we are not responsible for, nor can 

we be held liable for, any inaccuracies in any sub-

mission as it appears on our Web site: 

 

 http://www.wisconsinstories.org/yourstories/

submit/index.cfm?action=submit 

P u r p l e  H e a r t  L i c e n s e  P l a t e s ?  

W i s c o n s i n  S t o r i e s  s p o n s o r e d  b y   

W i s c o n s i n  P u b l i c  T e l e v i s i o n  

U . S .  C O N G R E S S   

V E T E R A N ô S  H I S T O R Y  P R O J E C T 
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If you want to 

understand 

today, you 

have to search 

yesterday.    

 

~Pearl Buck  

 

Photos of Texas and Illinois License Plates 

The Purple Heart is the oldest award in the U.S. military. The medal, which bears the 

inscription "For Military Merit," is ranked behind the bronze star. Many states recog-

nize the service of Purple Heart recipients with special honors.  

 

In some states a purple heart license plate is available. For example. In Texas the pur-

ple heart license plate exempt s the veteran from the payment of a parking fee collected 

through a parking meter charged by a governmental authority other than a branch of 

the federal government. The benefit extends to parking at some Texas airports. In 

Texas the spouse of a deceased Purple Heart recipient can register for and continue to 

use the Purple Heart license plates as long as the spouse does not remarry. Some toll 

roads in Texas are free to purple heart plates.  

 

If you have a purple heart you might want to check with your stateôs motor 

vehicle department!  

The Veterans History 

Project of the American 

Folklife Center collects, 

preserves, and makes 

accessible the personal 

accounts of American 

war veterans so that fu-

ture generations may 

hear directly from veter-

ans and better under-

stand the realities of 

war.  

Go to -   http://www.loc.gov/vets/pdf/brochure-august2008.pdf 



Bless America. Wow, that 

lady had some pipes.  

¶ Bill Heim has a new address 

— please make a note.  

 Bill Heim  

 1700 W. Bender Road,  

 Apt #360 

 Glendale, WI  53209 

 

¶ Sam Brown’s grand daughter. 

Mary Ashley is doing volun-

teer work for the Girl Scout 

Peer Mentoring Program in 

Atlanta, Georgia !  

¶ OT Ziegler’s grand daughter, 

Brittany Maynard, is volun-

¶ Jesse and Dottie Hicks 

have twin great grand-

babies. A boy and a girl!  

¶ OT Ziegler had glau-

coma surgery on both 

eyes and is enjoying 

more light in his life!  

¶ Sam Brown has shoulder 

surgery scheduled in the 

near future so we will 

pray for a quick recov-

ery. Get well soon! 

¶ Mike Hicks sent the 

167th a great link for 

Kate Smith singing “God 

teering with Firefly Orphanage in 

Kathmandu, Nepal !  

¶ Don Castle shared some inspira-

tional info about his Dad . Elmer 

rode a stationary bike 10 miles or 

more almost everyday between the 

age of 70 and 80 .   

Sam BrownñPresident 

Paul LongñVice President 

Jesse HicksñSecretary/ Treasurer 

Bill StefanuñHistorian 

Chuck Brownñ Webmaster 

Deborah ZieglerñNewsletter Editor 
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The US Corp of Engineers  

WEõRE ON THE WEB 

167thengineercombatbattalion.com  

Curly Allen gets a kiss from Elaine, also known 

as Rosie the Riveter in 2009.  

167th Combat Engineer 
Battalion  

If you haven’t sent in a memory, story or 

photo for the 167th website please try to 

do so. You are part of the history of the 

167th! We need your contributions. 

Deborah Ziegler 

6380 Huntington Drive 

Carlsbad, CA 92009  

  Mr. Robert Tykol Then  

Mr. Robert Tykol Now  


