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“Great speech, general, Poor choice of uniform.”

May 2010 Newsletter

The 2010 annual reunion of the
167th Combat Engineer Battalion
will be held in Westchester, a west-
ern suburb of Chicago. We are
hosting this year’s celebration of
friendship at the Hampton Inn
near the Oak Brook Mall. This
100% non-smoking hotel is con-
veniently located near several
major interstate freeways (the 88 ,

the 290 and the 294 ).

For those of you who are flying -
the Westchester Hampton is 12
miles from Chicago O’Hare Inter-
national Airport and only 15 miles
from Midway Airport -making it a
breeze to get in and out of the
windy city.

There is a complimentary break-
fast and beverage area with an

“on-the-house hot breakfast” We
are also being provided with a

wonderful meeting room to gather
in. Nearby are restaurants such as:
Paul’s Pizza, Mon Ami Gabi, Mag-
giano’s Italian Restaurant and the
Cheesecake Factory.

Make your reservations and be sure
to mention you are with the 167th!

Hampton Inn Westchester

Call: 708 409 1000

2 double beds for approx $88.00
($79.00 + 11% tax)

Sept 23, 2010 (Thursday evening)
through Sept 26 (Sun morning)

Last year it was Rosie ~ rowdy.
the Riveter who stole
the show. Start an eve-
ning with a bunch of
girls in red-polka-dot
head kerchiefs, add
free cocktails and the

reunion starts getting

This year—you’re
going to have to look
hard for the 167th
gang because the
theme is military
“camouflage”. We will

scarves! Sipping from
camoutflage cups, eating
trom camo plates, table-
cloths etc.

OK—ladies! Have some
fun with this . Let the
camouflage shopping
begin.

be wearing camou-



AWe are
told
never to
Cross a
bridge
until we
come to
it, but
this world
is owned
by men
who have
‘crossed
bridges'
in their
imagina-
tion far
ahead of
the

Gricken (sp?), Sgt. Rudolph Parker, Pvt. Alfred Christiansen, Cpl. William Kerkering, Sgt.
John Turezynski, Pvt. Raymond Cabel, John Euske, Cpl. Alex Lopez

Contact with the Website!
Tony Lopez (son of Alex
Lopez of Company C)

Cpl. Alex Lopez
of Company C

Hello Members of the 167th,

I just stumbled upon your web-
site and was absolutely thrilled!

My father served with the 167th
in Company C. His name is Alex
Lopez. Dad passed away in 1993
but over the years he shared
many of the stories that were so
important to him from his time in
the Service.

So many of the names and
places that he mentioned I have
found either on your website or
in the "History of the 167th Engi-
neer Combat Battalion" by
Robert Tykol.

As a Vietnam veteran myself, my
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Dad and | were able to share many
of our personal experiences with an
appreciation and respect that many
people will never know.

I have a stack of photographs that
he left me and would be willing to
share these with you. | would guess
that some of the soldiers in these
picture might be current members
and would certainly recognize them-
selves. If you have an email
address, | can send some or all of
the pictures at your convenience.

Sincerely and with much respect,

Tony Lopez
Westminster, Colorado




Drinking Wine and Taking Up Mines by George Smith Jr.

German Teller Mines were the shape ofa  checkerboard fashion in the blacktop road,

dinner plate and about 4 inches deep, covered with gravel and pieces of blacktop.
slightly thicker in the center where the No one was anxious to begin the chore of re-
detonator fuse screwed into it. moving the mines. They handed me a 100

foot rope and sai d, nGet

The day started with my squad being
dropped off at a crossroads somewhere in
France. It was the summer of 1944 when
Pattonb6s 3rd Army wa
ment across France, several spearheads
heading for strategic points to capture.

loose fill around one mine and found the han-
dle. | attached the rope. Next, | screwed out
the detonator and moved back below the em-
bankment along the road, and gave the end of
the rope a hard jerk. Out it came.

Two French civilians came toward us, their
wives trailing behind. n
they were yelling. They wanted to alert us to

the danger. The men were well ahead of their

wives by the time they reached a gate near

the road. They accidentally set off a con-

cealed antipersonnel mine. The gentlemen lay

there moaning, riddled with shrapnel. The

women were hysterical and screaming.

The Germans tried many methods to slow
the advance. Nothing worked well at this
time. A Frenchman came to greet us with
a large basket, which held bottles of wine
and traditional dark bread. He said he lived
up the road a short way. We made short
work of the basket of treats. | volunteered
to take the big basket of empty wine bot-
tles back to his house. This took me an

hour or two. The Frenchman and his wife Lt . Ral ph Hurl butt shout
were anxious to visit with me. By this time,  got to get these mines up. This is the route to

| had |l earned enoughthe hospital .o | esti mat
fran-aiso and be AcoTeller mines i n the road

consumed made my mind forget the proper
procedure for lifting anti tank mines. | me-
chanically pushed away dirt, screwed out
detonators, grabbed the handles and rushed
to the squad truck where we gently stacked
the mines in the truck.

In a large room of his house he showed
me the caskets that he crafted. He was a
casket maker by trade. The Frenchman
kept filling my glass and | began to feel
dizzy. | shook hands and made a fast re-
treat back to the crossroads. The other
men were gone, except for maybe two or Following in my footsteps, a dozen other men set
three. A sergeant suddenly appeared in a to work and we had the mines removed in about

jeep. fACome on, Smit 15to20 minutes.

take up.o Other help arrived and removed the wounded

We arrived at the retrieval site inveryshort Frenchmen. | dondt know i f
order. The rest of the squad was already Ralph Hurlbutt was injured very badly by a Bounc-

there but had not started the removal ing Betty S mine about a month after this incident.
operation. I wrote about Lt .iALHuorklibnugt tf

| was amazed to see mines placed in a Stoneso.



Drinking Wine and TakingUp Mines cont . 0O

167th Combat Engineers . . . .
g The men in my squad rode around with those mines in

the truck, some of us with our feet atop the mines for

Pres - Sam Brown

V.P. - Paul Long about 10 days. We complained among ourselves about
Sec/Treas - Jesse Hicks : R ; .

hetorn . Bill Seefan thfa mines not being dlsposgd of properly. Finally, the
Your Address Line 2 mines were taken to a special site and detonated. It

Your Address Line 3 i [
our Address Hne was said that they made one hell of a hole in the

ground.

Webmaster - Chuck Brown
Newsletter—Deborah Ziegler

Word came back instructing usd NEVER use the fast
removal method again because the Krauts were put-
ting activating devices under the Teller Mines to set

WEKCRSE-EE N IR A W-EEN  them off if anyone tried to move them.

http://167thengineercombatbattalion.com o o .
This is a memory of an incident that occurred while |

was with Company B of the 167th Combat Engineer
Battalion.

George Smith Jr.

Chuck Brown, the 167th webmaster, is busy loading an amazing photo
collection sent to us by Mr. Tony Lopez. These excellent quality photos
will bring back many memories for the members of the 167th. Check

the collection out at: http:/ /167thengineercombatbattalion.com

In the News and through the Web: Steve Rossio, the City Historian

for Portage, Michigan is working

On April 15, 2010 Deborah Ziegler, Theodore Bagneschi, a member of on. an ?Xh'*?'t enFltIed “forgotten
daughter of O.T. Ziegler was inter- Company C, passed away on Feb WOIEES B Wl Sreny G [E
viewed by French radio regarding writ- 31 Shawn, Mr . o B T80 BTl U L vgterans.

ing a book about h egrandson, has been keeping in i He camg across a v-mail from a

ence in France while he served in the touch with the 167th for several il Wl I?orr o) S Rl
American Army 167th Combat Engi- years and notifie B’_167th _E”Q'”‘?er Combat Bat- N (
neers Baitalion. passing. talion which is, in-turn, was how

he discovered our site. The ex-
hibit knows nothing about Sgt.
Dorr and the letter was acquired
at a local flea market. If you have
information on Sgt Dorr and can
share please contact:

Ariane Griessel, a French journalist,
interviewed Deborah by phone for a
piece that aired on the local French
radio station.

* % %

Denise Peterson Washburn, daughter
of Lt. Col. Leonard Peterson, is looking
for any memories or information regard-
ing her father. If you remember Major :
Peterson taking over after Major New address — Please note!
Manion please contact Denise at:

srossio(@portagelibrary.info

* %k %

Theodore Bagneschi William Cotter

dwashbul@rochester.rr.com 190 Springview Court
Louiville, Kentucky 40243



