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Chicago - Here Comes

The great city of Chicago offers
something for everyone - from
world-class shopping, fine art
galleries, architecture, muse-
ums and theatre to unique
neighborhoods rich in distinc-
tive cultural heritage. All along
the lakefront, from Lakeview to
the Gold Coast, Chicago is bus-
tling with things to do.

The Chicagoland suburbs offer
many attractions, such as River
boat Casinos, amusement
parks, and sports and enter-
tainment venues.

You can visit Museum Campus
if you'd like to see Field Mu-
seum, Shedd Aquarium or Al-
der Planetarium. It’s fun and
educational.

Don't forget that Chicago is
known for its terrific dining ex-
periences. At some point dur-

the 167th!

ing your trip, you'll want to try
a Chicago hotdog, beef sand-
wich or deep-dish pizza!

If you're feeling bold and you
like panoramic views, you can
float in silence 35 stories above
Chicago’s Navy Pier and Lake
Michigan in an anchored he-
lium-filled state-of-the-art bal-
loon.

The Main Event is Friendship!

As we all know the main event
is seeing friends. Actually, over
the years the 167th has bonded
into one great big family.

There has to be plenty of time
for jokes, stories and if Bill (our
host) has anything to so with it
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a sip of something that will
take your breath away. Never
mind that Mary, his lovely wife,
has already taken our breath
away—Bill usually brings along
some ouzo—strictly for medici-
nal purposes.



Memories from Elmer Lester Castle by Don Castle

Elmer Lester Castle,
who passed early Sat-
urday morning on 2
June 2007 at his
home in Phoenix left
his son, Don, with
some memories of his
time with the 167th.

First of all, ElImer was
not a big fan of Mis-
sissippi. He referred to
Camp McCain as the
“hell hole of the
South”. Camp
McCain, in Elliott, Mis-
sissippi, was one of
several training sites
that sprang up
throughout Mississippi
during World War II.
The Camp consisted
of 42,000 acres. At
the peak of its expan-
sion, Camp McCain
served as many as
50,000 troops. It was
the home of the 87th
and 94th Divisions be-
fore they departed for
the European theater.
It also served as a

K,

Sally Rand and
Her Big, Big,
Fan.

. Watch Your
Hands You Dirty
Old Man!"

prisoner of war camp
for a period of time.

Elmer Castle was not
alone in his negative
opinion of Mississippi.
Camp McCain was also
used as a POW camp
and furnished POWs to
work in the cotton fields
where in the spring un-
der a hot sun, they
chopped the weeds
away from the young
cotton plants with a
hoe. In the fall they
picked the cotton — a
job they disliked. Cot-
ton had to be picked by
hand. The prisoners
dragged heavy canvas
bags, and as they filled
the bag with cotton, the
sack became heavier.
As they pulled the cot-
ton from pointed bolls it
scratched and punc-
tured their hands.

Elmer also spoke of a

Helen Harriet Beck
County, Missouri. During the 1920s, she ap-
peared in silent films. Cecil B. DeMille gave
her the name Sally Rand

native American Sergeant, proba-
bly 1rst Sergeant Garrison of Com-
pany B, who would get pretty wild
when he had too much to drink.

Sergeant Garrison was a tough one
and always kept his men in line.
One time, several of Company B
were at a pub in France and one of
Garrison's men had a little too
much to drink and was causing
trouble. Garrison came to the bar
and ordered the man to get back
to the bivouac area. The man re-
fused and Garrison politely hit him
over the head with a steel helmet,
threw him into his jeep and es-
corted him back to camp. Subject
closed.

Elmer L Castle — Sang A Soldier’s Ditty about Sally

was born in Hickory

Helen Gould Beck happened to be Don Cas-
tle's wife's Aunt! Wow- EImer ended up re-
lated to Sally Rand through in-laws— a sol-
dier’s dream come true!
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Mauldin’s Willie and Joe are

With this stamp, the
U.S. Postal Service
honors Bill Mauldin,
one of America’s fa-
vorite cartoonists.
During World War 1I,
military readers got a
knowing laugh from
Mauldin’s characters
Willie and Joe, who
gave their civilian
audience an idea of
what life was like for
soldiers. After the
war, Mauldin became
a popular and influ-

ential editorial car-
toonist. The stamp
goes on sale in
March.

In 1945, he won a
Pulitzer Prize “for
distinguished service
as a cartoonist” and
the Allied high com-
mand awarded him
its Legion of Merit.
His illustrated mem-
oir, Up Front, was a
bestseller. That same
year, his “dogface”

Memorialized in a Stamp

Willie appeared on the cover of Time.

U.S. Postal Service art director Terry
McCaffrey chose to honor Mauldin with
a photo of Bill Mauldin by John Phillips.

Memories of Hammernik in Company A ?

told me a few stories
about training in Mis-
sissippi I think when

From:

Derek Hammernik

E-mail:
drhamme@ilstu.edu I Was' real young but
Message: I don't remember too

much. I am hoping
to know a little more
about his time in
167th and your web-
site has been really
interesting, I found a

Hello Mr. Brown,

I am the grandson of
Gilbert Hammernik
who served with you
in Company A. He

Addresses that you might not have?

Roland Mulherin
82 North Fryeburg

Beverly Wargowski

Road Waukesha, WI 53186
Fryeburg, ME 04037 (Bob Wargowski’s wife) T
(summer)

Derek Hammernik
Tony Lopez 446 Provident Ave

10015 Julian Ct Winnetka, IL

Westminster, CO 60093-2427
80031 (Gilber Hammernik’s
(Alex Lopez’s son) Grandson)

1120 Westbrooke Pkwy

picture of him on the
website and sent my
dad a link. I was
wondering if you
have any memories
or recollections of
Gilbert Hammernik.
He was an older guy
from Milwaukee and
he received a bronze
star.

The Bronze Star Medal
is a United States Armed

Forces individual military

decoration that may be

awarded for bravery, acts

of merit, or meritorious

service.

o Memo-

Company A Gilbert Hammernik
ries


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awards_and_decorations_of_the_United_States_military
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awards_and_decorations_of_the_United_States_military

Summer 2010 Newsletter From William Munter, Attorney At Law

Deborah Ziegler

6380 Huntington Drive
Carlsbad, CA 92009
760 438 4996
dziegler@zeinc.net

I am writing a book AThe Greatest (
Co u nt yhe.Greatest Generation was coined by Tom Bro-
kaw that describes the generation of Americans that grew-
up in the Depression of 1929 and subsequently went to
serve in WWII. The National WWII museum is now open
in New Orleans, LA. I attended the New Orleans
opening ceremony November 6-7, 2009. I am a
Charter member of the museum. The museum is
building a directory of WWI I
Honor 0.

We're on the web:

167thengineercombatbattalion.com

Vet

of

167th Summer 2010 Reunion
Call Now for Your Reservatioh

I am needing every Maverick County Veterans of WWII to
submit to the museum. The following are the Maverick
County soldiers who gave their life during WWII. Some of
these I know their background and some I do not. I would
like to ask anyone who knows any veteran's history of Mav-
erick County history to please email me the information to:
billmunter@sbcglobal.net

Sept 23 (Thursfi Sept 26 (Sun
morning)

Hampton Inn Westchester
Chicago, lllinois

call: /08 409 1000

2 double beds for approx
$88.00 ($79.00 + 11% tax

this

Does anyone have information on this soldier?

) PFC Saul Adame, Company B 167th Engineer Combat

Donodt mi s s

friendship !

Letter From Beverly Wargowsk:i

Dear Deborah and
the 167th,

Thank you for the
newsletter and no-
ticed of the 167th re-
union in Chicago this
September.

Bob passed away in
1996 after ten years
of suffering with

Alzheimer’s Disease.

He was so proud to
be in the service of
the Army. He served

in the Milwaukee 84th
Division Reserves un-
til his retirement in
1984.

Bob retired as a Lt.
Colonel.

I'm certain that he
would have enjoyed
the reunion, renewing
old friendships and
sharing memories
with the 167th.

Sincerely,

Beverly Wargowski

CEAtSIDA, Flektfibiarf [Rhineland, Central Europe, GO
105 WD 45)EAME Campaign Medal w/2 Bronze Stars,

DONALD L. WAGNER (obituary on line)
(1924-2002)

PEKIN - Donald Lewis Wagner, 78, of 1531 Glen-
dale Avenue, died at 8:33 a.m. Monday, March 11,
2002 at his residence.

He married Suzanna Shay on October 12, 1946 in
Green Valley. She survives.

Also surviving are one son, Dale D. (Barbara) Wag-
ner of Pekin; two daughters, Diana L. (Ronald)
Tomevi of Pekin and Darla S. Farnam of Aurora,
Colorado; six grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; one sister, Darlene (Robert) Meski-
men of Pekin and two brothers, Bruce (Ruby) Wag-
ner of San Jose and Keek Wagner of Pekin.

He was a World War II Army veteran, serving with
the 167th combat engineers in the European Thea-
ter. He loved his country and was proud to have
served.

Mr. Wagner farmed in Malone Township, Tazewell
County since 1955. He retired from farming in
1984. He also was employed by Caterpillar, Inc. for
30 years, where he retired from research at the
proving grounds in 1976.



C Company
167th Combat Engineer Battalion

From the Alex Lopez Photo Collection — Hey fellas—does anyone remember climbing in
and out of these kinds of boats? As the editor of the newsletter—I fell in love with this photo
and had to share it with you. I don’t even know why I kept going back to this particular photo-
graph—but the blurred movement as men readied to land and the fog hovering over the river—

well—it caught my imagination.

Anthony “Tony” Lopez, son of Alex Lopez, is
planning on joining the 167th in Chicago for
our next reunion. We hope he’ll be accompa-
nied by wife and daughter, maybe even Mrs.
Alex Lopez if she feels up to the trip.

Tony is going to share his father’s entire photo
collection. There are some photos that will
bring back some memories for the 167th and
we hope to get faces blown up in closer shots
to possibly identify the men in the pictures.

This slideshow will be especially wonderful for
those who were in Company C.

Please let us know if you are planning to make it to the reunion! It would be so helpful
to Bill and Mary Stefanu and their daughter Elaine to be able to know approximately
how many to expect. Email your response to Elaine at auntem.1@juno.com

can keep an idea of what to expect.



Why | Love Her

You ask me Why | love Her? Well, give me time and I'll explain.
Have you see a Kansas sunset or an Arizona rain?
Have you drifted on a bayou down Louisiana way?
Have you watched a cold fog drifting over San Francisco Bay?

Have you heard a bobwhite calling in the Carolina pines,

Or heard the bellow of a diesel at the Appalachia mines?

Does the call of Niagara thrill you when you hear her waters roar?

Do you look with awe and wonder at her Massachusetts shore,

Where men who braved a hard new world first stepped on Plymouth's rock?
And do you think of them when you stroll along a new York City dock?

Have you seen a snowflake drifting in the Rockies, way up high?
Have you seen the sun come blazing down from a bright Nevada sky?
Do you hail to the Columbia as she rushes to the sea,

Or bow your head at Gettysburg at our struggle to be free?

Have you seen the mighty Tetons? Have you watched an eagle soar?
Have you seen the Mississippi roll along Missouri's shore?

Have you felt a chill at Michigan when on a winter's day

Her waters rage along the shore in thunderous display?

Does the word "Aloha" make you warm? Do you stare in disbelief
When you see the surf come roaring in at Waimea Reef?

From Alaska's cold to the Everglades, from the Rio Grande to Maine,
My heart cries out, my pulse runs fast at the might of her domain.
You ask me Why | Love Her? I've a million reasons why:

My Beautiful America, beneath God's wide, wide sky.

Written by: John Mitchum



