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2009 Reunion Brought Group Closer Together - 

Hail to the Jeep!  (see page 3) 

167th Engineer Combat Battalion Newsletter 

    If you took photos 

of the men of the 

167th at the 2009 re-

union -  can you send 

along some copies to 

either Sam Brown or       

Deborah Ziegler ?  

      We have all been 

saying prayers for 

Dean Graves, Harold 

Zanuck, and Bob 

Tykol. These three 

fellows missed the 

2009 reunion due to 

health issues and we 

want them back! Drop 

us a line and let us 

know how you are  

recuperating !  

     Just to inspire you 

guys to want to be at 

the 2010 reunion - Iõm 

sending a photo of 

the red carpet treat-

ment that Paul Long 

received. A warm 

welcome indeed !            

    We have added to 

the òMemories and 

Storiesó section of the 

167th Engineer web 

site. Be sure to get on 

a computer and read 

the new information!  

     Our good friend , 

Randy Dore, who 

traveled to the 2009 

reunion in honor of 

his father, Gerard 

Dore, sent in an inter-

esting article from the  

Smithsonian Maga-

zine. Iõm posting just 

the cover in this let-

ter. To read the arti-

cle in its entirety ñ

please go to the web 

site.  

Randy Dore was in-

spired to find the 

magazine after read-

ing  Mr. Alfred      

Pappalardoõs WWII 

Memories of the 

167th, posted on the 

web site.   
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Jan - Feb 1944 After 4 

months of struggling in the 
Louisiana mudñyou guys 
motored back to Camp McCain.   
The Battalion was assigned to the 
4th Army.  
Mar 1944 - Intensive Training 

began as the 167th became POM.
(Prepared for Overseas Movement)    

 
Where Were You in 1944 ? 

Paul Long gets a 167th Rosie the Riveter welcome! 

www.167thengineercombatbattalion.com  

Artist  -  Bobby Riley  
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      Oather Wilson Finds Us !  

good and bad.  

I have some pictures of my dad and his 

buddies in the unit and will e-mail as 

soon as time allows, not very computer 

savvy.  

He lost contact with everyone after he 

was injured. He was flown to England 

and came to the U.S. aboard the Francis 

Y. Slanger  hospital ship [maiden voy-

age] He had a cast from his waist up but 

one arm was free. Discharged In Oct.45, 

he went to work for Bell Telephone and 

retired after 36 years. I donôt know if 

you have a contact list of unit members 

if you do add me to the list. Phone calls 

to my Dad are hard, so please call me.  

Here is my info first :  

 Roger Wilson,  

 263 Sandalwood Drive 

 Bowling Green,Ky 42101  

Hello, My name is Roger Wilson. 

My father is Oather G. Wilson and he was 

in Company A. He lives BowlingGreen, 

Kentucky.  

He left the unit injured from a compressor 

accident I think in April 45 near Hanover, 

been a lot of years and he has forgotten a 

lot of dates. He also was wounded by 

shrapnel in the calf, big scar always asked 

about it as a child. Dad never received 

a  Purple Heart for this wound. I checked 

into it but can find no record of it, maybe 

someone can remember it!    

I have read about everything on this sight. 

Iôve looked for info on the unit for several 

years and just stumbled onto it .Thanks so 

much for putting it together, great job!  

Where can I get a copy of History of the 

167th by Robert Tykol? I printed info on 

the sight for my Dad , he enjoyed it very 

much, brought back a lot of memories 
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skate instructor.  

 

I went to see a buddy, James D. Malloy 

who was in the hospital with injuries. I 

met his whole family. Nice people. 

James got hit by shrapnel while he was 

overseas in Company C. He was a 

mailman. When I tried to check in on 

him again, he was gone. So I don't 

know what happened to him.  

 

I once saw Charles H. Franz driving a 

bus for CTA after I got back. Charlie 

another guy in the 167th that was from 

Chicago. I recognized him right away. I 

wonder if I'd recognize anyone at a 

reunion of the 167th? Would they rec-

ognize me? I think so. I haven't 

changed all that much in the last 64 

years. At least that's the way I see it.  

 

( partial story by Mr. Principeðmore 

on the web site)  

In high school, while some of the other 

guys went out and got drunk, I was 

down at the skating rink meeting all the 

nice-looking girls. The guys would ask 

me how I was getting dates. It was sim-

ple, I loved to skate and so did the girls. 

I ended up becoming a skating instruc-

tor. 

 

I enjoyed being at the roller rink and I 

got pretty good on wheels. Skate danc-

ing at first mimicked ballroom dancing 

but as time went on we skated waltzes, 

marches and even the tango. There was 

also freestyle skating. In the 1940s, 

after completing the required figure 

skating movements during competition, 

a roller skater could then execute fancy 

figures or trick skating to reveal their 

skill as a skater.  

 

But, when I was called up for service I 

wasn't engaged or dating anyone exclu-

sively. I was going to all the Friday night 

dances and skating with the girls on Tues-

day and Thursdays after school and Sun-

day evening.  

 

So, what did I think of WWII ? 

 

I thought I was lucky to get home with 

not a hair on my head harmed, because 

when I was up on the bridge setting pins I 

heard some bullets whizzing by. Too 

close for comfort.  

 

I remember 1rst Lieutenant Charles A. 

Post not being so lucky. Lt. Post and a 

real nice Indian guy named Sergeant 

Charles S. "Sammy" Knight were travel-

ing with PFc Robert Garnaas and their 

truck hit a mine in the road. It killed all 

three of them.  

 

When I got back to the states I took up 

skating again. I married a gal who was a 

Principe Lived to Skate Again-WWII Memories of the 167th Engineer Combat Battalion 
by Joseph Principe 

To the guys of the 167th : 

 

If you remember serving with Oather 

Wilson of Company Aðhow about 

sending a note to him at the address 

listed in this article?  

 

Also, if you have any information 

regarding the compressor accident 

or any other ñmemoriesò of Mr. 

Wilsonðhis son Roger is reaching 

out to us.  

 

We sure hope to see Oather and 

son, Roger, at the next reunion ! 

Dadôs contact info:  
 

 Oather G. Wilson  

 2421 Porter Pike 

 Bowling Green,Ky 

 42103                              
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good man. You can be justly  

proud of  his service to our 

Country.  You are welcome to 

call me at any time.  

Phone: 865/922 - 2473  

 

 Kindest Regards,    

  Jesse Hicks  

 Hello Michael,  

   This is in reply to your 

recent e - mail inquiry about 

your  father, Alex Sokolowski, 

who was accidentally killed 

during WWII. I served  with 

him in H&S Company of the 

167th Engineer Combat Battal-

ion in  General Patton's Third 

Army. I remember him well, al-

though we were not in  the 

same section of H&S.   

    We took basic training in 

Mississippi and went on to ma-

neuvers  in Louisiana and then 

to England before going ashore 

at Utah Beach in  France. He 

assisted in the crossing of 

the Moselle River and then 

on  to our largest tacti-

cal operation, which was 

the bridging of the Rhine  

River into Germany.  

    It was a sad time in 

our Company the day he was 

accidentally killed.   

If you haven't read our 

web page, I would recom-

mend that  you do so. It 

gives a good account of 

the many activities in 

which our  unit partici-

pated and helped to bring 

an end to WWII. I will al-

ways  remember your father 

as a good soldier and a 

News From Folks in the 167th 

 Letter to Michael Sokolowski re: Death of Father Alex in WWII 

 

Hy Raskin 

7831 Lorna Drive 

Philadelphia, PA 19111-2811 

 

 
 

This article, sent in 
by Randy Dore, may interest 
some of you who agree that 
the ubiquitous WWII vehicle 
was up for almost anything ! 
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Chuck Brown (our fantastic webmaster) 
will try to scan this fascinating  

Smithsonian article for the website.  
So keep looking for it at: 

 

www.167thengineercombatbattalion.com 
 

We know that John W. Wernick,     
who owns a WW II jeep, will be          

interested !  Jeep Climbs the Steps of the White 

House (famous photo  Feb 20, 1941) 
November 1992 Smithsonian  

Article on ñHail the Jeepò 

 

Hy Raskin, remembers the recently de-

parted , Frank Baranek, as being one of 

the handiest guys he knew, able to fix 

anything.  He also recalls Frank "always 

being cold". When they went in a troop 

transport vehicle,  Frank always tried to 

get up near the cab where it was 

warmer.  The guys thought this was 

funny as he was from "Wisconsin", why 

should he be cold?  Mr. Raskin also re-

members Frank Baranek as someone 

who got along with everyone. 

Frank  

Baranek 
        

Aug 13, 2009 
Mr. RaskinðCan I talk you in to send-

ing me a memory to put on our website? 

Iôd love to type it up for you and get it 

posted.            Deborah Ziegler 

                        6380 Huntington Drive             

                        Carlsbad, CA 92009  


