167th Engineer Combat Battalion WWII
European Theater of Operations

05 Aug 1944
(supplemental research information added to the original report is italicized)

(Below is adescription of the typesfdoridges the 167th and other engineering
battalions built during WWII. I The 300thCombatEngineerswebsite at
http://www.300thcombatengineersinwwii.com/bridges.htmald a page with these
helpful definitions and photos. | hope the definitiongill be helpful to readers
who are not aware of bridge buling terminology that is used throughout the
167th Daily Reports)

The 167th Combat Engineers performed a variety of tasks. Building bridges and
maintaining roads was their specialty. They were responsible for building bridges that
either replaced what German engineers demolished or afforded access to a
geographical location that was strategically advantageous to their mission. There were
several types of bridges that were built by combat engineers and two main categories:
Fixed and_Floating bridges. The following is engineering terminology related to bridge
building.
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The fixed bridges included:

1. The Simple Stringer Bridge consisted of two abutments, a single span of
stringers and a floor. (For spans between 15 - 25 feet in length)

2. The Bailey Bridge was the most famous and some are still in use today. It was
fashioned from a prefabricated set of bridge trestle parts and was a free standing
bridge erected piece by piece. Bridges varied for the tonnage that was expected
to cross over the bridge. Although the British invented the structure for use in the
First World War, it was modified to accommodate the increased tonnage of the
new tanks and motorized infantry and artillery vehicles. In the United States, a
partnership was created between the U.S. Army Engineers and several steel and
component manufacturers who conferred with their British counterparts in order
to enhance the manufacturing processes efficiency. The British and U.S. were
equally concerned with "simplicity, weight and transportability.” Bailey bridges
were designed for spans up to 120 feet and able to carry up to 70 tons.

3. The Trestle Bent Bridge consisted of two or more stringer spans. The supports
between the abutments were trestle bents.

4. The Light Portable Steel Bridge consisted of two trusses (assembled by
manpower, in lengths up to 72 feet) supporting a one track timber deck.
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Floating bridges were as follows:

1. The Light Ponton Bridge M1938 was a floating bridge capable of carrying 10-ton
traffic in one direction.

2. The Heavy Ponton Bridge M1940, although similar to the light ponton, was much
heavier and carried a 25 ton load.

3. The Steel Treadway Bridge was designed to carry medium tanks. It had steel
treadways for runways, which were emplaced by means of a truck mounted
crane. It used special rubber pontons.
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Engineers setting up a Bailey Bridge. Photo: Harold Palmer
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Thru 09 May 1945 Coolness and courage. For the gallantly displayed, Private Kalet
was awarded the silver star medal. The following EM were killed by enemy action:

Tec 5 Ira Cornell
Tec 5 Arthur Chriswell
Pfc Edward Chuhak

Also, Private Harold O. Benson was seriously wounded in this action.

On the afternoon of 22 Aug 44, Co B received the mission of building a Bailey Bridge
across the Loing River at Fortenay, France. The Loing is a 142 km long river in central
France, a left tributary of the Seine. Its source is in Sainte-Colombe-sur-Loing, in the
south of the Yonne département. Bridge equipment was moved up to t rear area and a
reconnaissance party went forward into the town of Fortney on the Loing River to
determine the river width, location and enemy resistance. The party consisted of 6
officers, 22 EM of Co B, and 13 EM of Co C. The river was successfully measured and
the party was preparing to return to the rear area when a German staff car came down
the road and opened fire.

The Canal du Loing and the river meet here.

Colonel Lovett, Major Emmtee J Manion, Lt William H Potter, Lt Paul Cote, S Sgt
Lewis and four outpost guard guards were on the opposite side of the river with the
enemy began firing. As far as could be determined, enemy mortar fire was being used
by the enemy to cut off the reconnaissance party.

S Sgt Lewis fell back beneath the bridge and designated the enemy staff car with tracer
ammo. Cpl Paul A Knight, Cpl Francis J Fournier, Pvt Aurthur Greenberger, Pvt
George W Lobacz, Pfc Kenneth A Mueller, Pfc John A Kwerneland and Pvt Earl E
Davis opened fire and the whole reconnaissance party began withdrawal. The officer
party and a number of EM were able to withdraw.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tributary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sainte-Colombe-sur-Loing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yonne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Departments_of_France

Sgt Russell P Styler's squad fell back further to cover the last stages of withdrawal. All
men were required to creep and crawl about 800 yards. Pvt John S Bauer of Co B and
Cpl Anthony H Horton, Pvt Walter Habowski, and Pvt Robert Schepis of Co C
were on an outpost guard on the opposite side of the river and were unable to reach
the covered withdrawal. They were required to infiltrate behind the German lines to get
back across the river. The three men of Co C were unable to return to bivouac until the
following day.

Pvt Walter Habowski spent a night in the woods but reports that he did not kill any of
the enemy.

Pvt Robert Schepis was outstanding in that he killed one German officer as the
German command car came up.

Cpl Anthony H Horton killed the driver of the command car and succeeded in getting
to the top of the house to give protection to Habowski and Schepis.

Pvt John S Bauer fired one clip at a German in a foxhole and drew grenades.
It was reported by the F JT L on 22 Aug that the enemy lost 7 or 8 men in the
engagement and a number were wounded. Further investigation showed the locations

of enemy machine gun nests, blood stains and used first aide packets.

On 23 Aug 1944, the unit moved to a half mile south of Treilles, France. See map
below.




12th Century Romanesque Cloister in Treilles, France

On 25 Aug 44, moved to Vaunts, France. On 26 Aug 44, the unit moved to Foissy,
France. Being in the vicinity of Troyes, France, Co a was assigned the mission of
constructing a Bailey Bridge of the Seine River. Troyes (French pronunciation: [tSwa]) is
a commune, the capital of the Aube department in north-central France and is located
on the Seine river. It is about 93 miles southeast of Paris.

A hotel in Troyes, France near the Seine.

Today the entrance to Troye is a double bridge over the Seine, affording fine views. The
bridge is succeeded by the Rue Thiers, in which, near the church, is a wooden house
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of the 16th Century. To the right of the church is St. Etienne, and interesting building of
the 16-17th Centuries, with fine stain glass windows of the same period.

e D

S
L

=

16th Century Half -Timbered Buildings in Central Troye



A squad of the 1rst platoon, under the supervision of S Sgt Herbert Uftring was sent to
make a preliminary reconnaissance. Upon reaching the city, they found it partially in
enemy hands with snipers and artillery fire active. at 1800 the party succeeded in
reaching the site and made an estimate of the situation.

It was found that a portion of the destroyed span would have to be blow before the
Bailey Bridge could be erected. Charges were placed and demolitions were successfully
accomplished. construction started at approximately 2000 and a 30 foot span of DS
Bailey Bridge was completed at 2300 on 27 Aug 44.

Below you will find portions of areport on Troyes, France . The report is written
by British Marvin C. Ross Who Was Involved in the Effort to Protect Monuments
January of 1945.

"It was strange arriving that evening in Troyes in January of 1945. The jeep trip
form Versailles in a snowstorm with a Gl driver who pretended to know the road
and had several times lost his way, was cold and tiresome with the snow blurring
the landscape and the jeep skidding constantly, thus adding jerks to the usual
uncomfortableness of along ride in the army's pride. The city looked strange in
the fading sun, the bridges gone and replaced by makeshifts, the streets torn to
pieces having endured two armies of occupation and the general dilapidation
being more marked than ever due to the almost impossibility of repair work in the
last years.

As we drove around looking for the headquarter to which | had been ordered from
the SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force) for temporary
duty in connection with finding more officers to do work with the armies in
protecting monuments, the joy was very great that so many of the old building,
churches, houses, tec.. - remembered from other days- were still intact. Since
Troyes is such atreasure house for those interested in the Gothic and
Renaissance in France, both its architecture and for its sculpture, these few notes
are presented, based on my own observations and on the report of Captain
Robert Posey, the able Monuments, fine Arts and Archives officer with General
Patton's Third U.S. army, to whose lot had fallen the liberation of Troyes.

Among the churches, St Urbain (as lovely as ever, St. Pantaleon, St. Nicolas are
undamaged. The steeple of St. Remi was hit by some splinters on the 25-26 of
August, 1944, but the damage was slight. On the same Aug 25, La Madelaine also
received a few splinters from shells on the north side of the tower and St. Martin-
se-Vignes was similarly damaged on the same date in the pediment on some
columns and capitals. St. Jean-au-Marche on August 26 of 1944 was damaged by
bullets hitting the bell tower and several spires and buttresses. the Cathedral of
St. Pierre on the same day had the north slope of the roof shot through be a shell.
The shell went through the timber frame, blowing away some of the slates and
tearing away a piece of the vaults of the deambulatory.

St. Nizer was rather more damaged during the same fighting . . .



On 27 August 1944, the unit moved to 2 miles SW of Villeloup, France. On 29 August
44, the unit moved to 2 miles outside of Sommesous, France. On 1 Sept 44 the units
moved to one and a half mile NE of Reason, France. On 4 Sept 44, the unit moved to
one and one half miles SE of Boucq, France. At this location, the battalion was given

the mission of building bridges across the Moselle River and Canal, to assist the 80th
division in making the crossing.

The Moselle is a river flowing through north eastern France, Luxembourg and Germany.
It is a left tributary of the Rhine, joining it at Koblenz. A small part of Belgium is also
drained by the Mosel through the Our. Its name comes from the Latin Mosella, meaning
the "Little Meuse". Dieulouard, the town where the bridges were to be made, is located
between Pont-a-Mousson and Nancy, on the left bank of the Moselle River.
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: Envivane de Pont-a-Mousson  DIEULOUARD (Meurthe-<t-Moselle)—— Pont du Canal
T, Henrion

The postcards shown above are photo taken in Dieulouard on the Canal

A traditional crossing, over a bridge that had been established by the 80th Infantry
Division. It is the Moselle crossing at Dieulouard that is studied by students at Fort
Leavenworth and Fort Knox.




Battle Analysis: Dieulouard River Crossing, Offensive, Deliberate
Assault, River Crossing, September 1944

Authors: J. D. Long Jr.; J. M. Abell; A. G. Al-Shami; T. M. Ariail Jr.; J. W. Baldwin; ARMY
COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLL FORT LEAVENWORTH KS COMBAT STUDIES
INST

Abstract: This operation resulted from the XII Corps' plan to envelop Nancy from the north and
to capture it so that the corps could continue its attack in sector toward the West Wall and
beyond. The initial plan called for a single envelopment north of Nancy with one regimental
combat team of the 80th Infantry Division conducting a hasty crossing of the Moselle River near
Pont-a-Mousson. Once a bridgehead was established, Combat Command A, 4th Armored
Division was to exploit by striding eastward to encircle Nancy and trap the German defenders
there. Another regimental combat team of the 80th Inf Div was to force a crossing of the Moselle
near Toul and to attack Nancy from the West. The initial attempt to cross the Moselle near Toul
failed, however, because of poor reconnaissance, lack of artillery support, faulty coordination,
and a tenacious defense by a strong enemy force holding good the Moselle south of Nancy, the
corps commander ordered another crossing north of Nancy to execute a double envelopment of
the city. This crossing was successful. The 80th Infantry Division secured a bridgehead at
Dieulouard and Combat Command A, 4th Armored Division, passed through the bridgehead
and exploited to secure the high ground around Arracourt, thereby preventing the escape of
German forces trapped in the Nancy pocket. The successful crossing at Dieulouard illustrates
the need to cross armor into a bridgehead as soon as possible in order to retain the power of
maneuver, to provide mobile forces for rapid penetration and movement toward follow-on
objectives, and to provide firepower and maneuver against hostile counterattacks against the
bridge head.
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The Dieulouard Bridgehead (the bridge head that the 167th worked on)

After the poor results from the hasty earlier crossing attempts, greater effort was made
for a coordinated and well-supported assault, with General Eddy deciding on a
concentric advance to encircle the German forces around Nancy.

Dieulouard (%4 8 A 4 9 NjB Ar) b NBB3REL°N 6.09556°E), located about four
miles south of Pont-a-Mousson, was chosen as the new crossing site for the northern
thrust of the encircling maneuver. The new plan would have the 317th Infantry
Regiment cross first and secure a foothold, then for the 318th Infantry to follow and
capture the high ground centered around Mousson Hill to the north. A heavy bridge
would then be laid and CCA would be able to strike and capture Chateau-Salins, an
important rail centre in the region. Because the 319th Infantry was still engaged in
combat at Toul, they could not be used in this assault.

Because of the formidable terrain held by the German forces, extra support was called
in. On September 10, the IX Bomber Command destroyed a bridge at Custines to
prevent enemy reinforcements from Nancy, and the following evening struck at
Mousson Hill. In order to feint the enemy, artillery and air strikes were primarily directed
at Pont-a-Mousson.

The infantry crossings took place on September 12 and met with only weak resistance.
So fast was the advance that elements of CCA were able to cross on the very same
day. The reason for this ease was the Americans had crossed in a region near where
two separate German divisions (3rd Panzergrenadier Division and the 553rd
Volksgrenadier Division) linked up and were thinly posted. Most of the reserves in the
area had already been sent north to engage the U.S. XX Corps.

The German assault to destroy the bridge began about 0100 on September 13, and
was initially successful as troops of the 29th Panzergrenadier Regiment forced a retreat
of the American infantry and pushed them almost back to the bridge itself. An American
battalion commander assembled enough troops and medium tanks (of the attached
702nd Tank Battalion) to stop the Germans at le Pont de Mons. CCA sent a
reconnaissance troop of armored cars and jeeps into the bridgehead at 0615, and this
unit pushed to the outskirts of Saint-Geneviéve (“#4 8 A5 3 NjBAr) % NEBBIYE°N
6.08972°E) but was forced to halt by German self-propelled guns. As daylight broke, the
Germans began retreating to the north and east, pursued by 80th Division troops and
tanks of CCA. CCA's 37th Tank Battalion, commanded by Lt. Col. Creighton Abrams,
pushed across the bridgehead and rapidly moved to the southeast, defeating German
roadblocks and taking prisoners. By that evening the bridgehead was considered
secure, allowing all of CCA to cross and move on Chateau-Salins.

The following day saw further counterattacks against the foothold by German forces
emerging from mist-shrouded hills, but they were again repelled by the 80th Division,
aided by reinforcements sent back from the advanced CCA.
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The participation of the companies of the battalion in the major undertaking are shown
below:

H&S Co

During the period of 12 to 16 Sept 44, a provisional platoon, made up of
mechanics, clerks, truck drivers, and other specialists of H&S Co, performed
outstanding service as Combat Engineers and as Infantrymen. The platoon was
commended by Capt James J Donnelly.

On 12 Sept 44, the assisted Co B, 167th Engrs, in the construction and maintenance of
a vehicle ford across the Moselle River at Dieulouard, France. They were under
intermittent artillery fire during most of the day, On the 13th, they assisted Co A, 167th
Engrs, in the replacement of assault boat pontons of an infantry Support Bridge
damaged by shrapnel. During this work, they were under constant fire from artillery. In
several instances, men narrowly escaped death or injury by diving into the water to
avoid shell fragments of a 25 ton ponton bridge. Throughout the night of the Infantry
Support Bridge under constant artillery fire and in the face of an imminent counter-
attach by German infantry.

During the entire action, the performance and morale of the men were excellent,
and their willingness to undertake work to which they were not accustomed in the face
of heavy enemy fire was an inspiration to all who observed them.

Co A

During the period 11 to 16 Sept 44, Co A, under the command of Capt (then 1st Lt)
Hugh A. O'Hara, distinguished itself in the performance of Combat Engr tasks in
connection with the forced crossings of the Moselle River at Dieulouard, France.

The company's first mission was to bridge the Moselle Canal and River with
Infantry support bridges. This was accomplished with speed and efficiency. The
approaches to the bridges were cleared of mines and booby-traps in addition to the
bridge construction.

On the 13th, the bridge was heavily shelled and damaged. The 3rd Platoon, under

Lt Raymond T, Boatman, performed excellently in replacing damaged boats and
Keeping the bridge in use. During the 13th and 14th, the remainder of the company was
engaged in road maintenance and as security for the bridge. Enemy fire continued at
intervals over the entire time.

On the 15th. the 3rd Platoon assisted in the construction of a 25 ton ponton

bridge, while the remainder continued with the maintenance and guard of the infantry
support bridge, During the night of the 15th and all day of the 16th, the company worked
at maintaining and improving the road net for the bridges which had begun to
deteriorate under a heavy rain.



A Ponton Bridge is tested.

Throughout this period, the company lost one man killed and three wounded.
Though under fire during most of the period involved, the morale remained consistently
high and the manner of performance of assigned tasks excellent.

CoB

Commanded by Capt (then 1st It) Paul Cote, performed continued meritorious service
is the establishing of a successful bridgehead across the Moselle River at Dieulouard,
France, during the period from 9 Sept to 16 Sept 1944,

On 9 Sept 44, Capt Cote, accompanied by three other officers, made a

personal reconnaissance which involved wading waist deep in the Moselle River to
determine the width, depth, and velocity of the stress. This was done at a time when
enemy activity along the river was great and much depended on the results of his
reconnaissance. During the day and night of the 10th and 11th, the company built and
transported to the vicinity of Dieulouard 300 feet of prefabricated wooden trestle bridge
of 10 ton capacity.

On the 12th, Capt Cote was given the mission of constructing vehicular bridges

across the canal and the two arms of the Moselle River, In spite of enemy artillery and
mortar fire, a pneumatic float bridge was thrown across the canal and a ford prepared
and maintained over the first river. The second river was not bridged due to a change of
plan involving another unit which constructed a 25 ton ponton bridge. At both the canal
and the river, the company had to clear mines before work could be completed. When it
was found that another 25 ton ponton bridge was needed to provide two-way traffic, Co
B built it under conditions of complete blackout to avoid attracting shell fire.



On the 13th, the company reformed as Infantry with mission of guarding the
bridges. This kept the company in defensive positions for approximately 48 hours.

On the afternoon of the 15th and all day the 16th, the company worked in a heavy rain
to maintain and improve the road net in the vicinity of the bridges.

The work performed by this organization materially aided in the crossing of
and maintenance of a bridgehead across the Moselle River.

Throughout the period involved, the company lost 1 killed and 3 wounded.
CoC

During the period 11 to 16 Sept 44, Co C distinguished itself in the performance
of Combat Engr missions in support of the crossings of the Moselle River by XII Corps
at Dieulouard, France,

The initial mission of the company was to establish a machine gun base of fire from

a hilltop overlooking the two proposed crossing sited and to support the Infantry attack
with overhead firs, During the 24 hours preceding the attach, the company endured
harassing artillery and machine gun fire while emplacing and sighting in the weapons,
During the attack, the gunners stayed at their posts to deliver the maximum of fire on
the emplacements of the enemy on the ether side of the Moselle, despite all efforts by
the enemy to silence them with artillery and mortar fire, Although subject to occasional
artillery bursts, the company remained In position until the end of the day when they
were relieved.

On the 13th, the company constructed 110 feet of triple-single Bailey Bridge over

the canal at Dieulouard and were then in reserve until the evening of the 14th, The

next mission was to mine the approaches to and defend the town of Loisy, across the
Moselle River from Dieulouard, This was accomplished under intensive artillery and
mortar fire, and the company remained in defensive position around the town of Loisy
for the ensuing 36 hours. On the 15th, the 1st Platoon received the missions of mining
the road running east from Bezaumont. The platoon was shelled during the entire march
to the site and while laying the mines but successfully completed its assigned task. The
remainder of the company was engaged in maintenance.

Throughout this period, the company losses were 1 killed and 6 wounded, while

almost every man was hit at least once by spent or falling shrapnel. The company

was commanded by Capt (then 1st It) Joseph M. Bell, whose example and devotion to
duty inspired his entire company to endure all that the enemy could hurl against them
and yet carry on with their mission,

A commendation of the work done by unit in the Moselle River Crossing was made
by Major General M.S. Eddy, commander of XIl Corps. A copy of the commendation
appears on page 16a.



On 18 Sept 44, the unit moved to 2 miles SE of Haraucourt, France. The work of
the battalion from 18 September 10 26 September 1944, was to construct barriers and
to guard the right flank of the 35th Division.

On 23 Sept 44, 2nd Lt Robert I. Jungman was transferred to the 4th Armored
Division and a short time later was killed In action.

On 2S Sept 44, the unit moved to Ferme Ste Pierre, France, just outside of Pont

a Mousson. Pont-a-Mousson is a commune in the Meurthe-et-Moselle department in
north-eastern France. It is an industrial town (mainly steel industry), situated on the
Moselle River. Pont-a-Mousson has several historical monuments, including the 18th
century Premonstratensian abbey.

Pont-a-Mousson on the Moselle River

The mission of the unit was to construct barbed wire entanglements, lay minefields, and
put up defensive positions along the front lines on the east side of the Moselle River.

The strength of unit was bivouacked at Ferme Ste Pierre, France. At this time the unit
was engaged in several kinds of Engineer work. Co A was assisting the 90th Infantry
Division in setting up defense areas in the vicinity of Pont a Mousson. Co B was with Co
A and had a platoon on combat patrol. Co C was maintaining roads.

On 5 October Major Manion was relieved of his command and Major Leonard
W.Peterson assumed command from Hq 1117th Engr Combat Group. Before assuming
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command, Major Peterson was S-3 of 1117th Engr Group. On 5 October 1944, the
battalion moved its CF from the Ferme Ste Pierre, France, by motor convoy and arrived
at new bivouac site in Pont a Mousson, France.

On 7 October 1944, Company C while engaged in removing mine fields had one EM
killed and one wounded due to a mine explosion. Pvt Richard Martin was killed and
Martin F. Roop, Pfc, was seriously wounded.

On 9 October 1944, Company A while engaged in removing an enemy mine field in the
vicinity of Landremont, France, had 2 EN killed and | seriously wounded. Tec 5 Victor
L. Caldwell and Pfc Vito Parstore were killed and Pvt Vernon J. Jensen was

seriously wounded;

For the following days, the battalion continued maintaining roads, clearing mine fields in
the vicinity, repaired several bridges, and constructed bathed wire obstacles.

Manton S. Eddy

In 1941 Eddy became commanding officer of 1idth
Infantry Regimentone year later he was promoted to
brigadier generadnd given command of ti&h Infartry
Division in campaigns imunisiag Sicily, andNormandy As
Commander oKll Corps, his units successfully held the
southern shoulder of theéermansalient in theBattle of the
Bulge In April 1945, he returned to the USA because of
illness. For his role in the capture ©herbourg Eddy was
awarded th@®istinguished Service Cross

He retired wih the rank of lieutenant general.
Manton S. Eddy is buried atrlington National Cemetery

On the 14th of October the battalion was honored with a distinguished visitor, Major
General Manton S. Eddy, Xli Corps Commander, The Occasion was to present to EM
of this battalion the following awards. Citations were also read during the presentation

as Follows:

The Silver Star is the thirdhighestmilitary decoratiorthat can be
awarded to a member of any branch oflimted States armed
forcesfor valor in the face of the enemy.




